Siglap Secondary School

Department of English Language and Literature

Secondary Three Express

Name: ______________________________          Class:____________  
Date:____________

Writing a feature article
[image: image1.wmf]Headline: Keep it short and interesting enough for your targeted audience
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Part 1: address the first part of the question​
Briefly describe the community service project.
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Part 2: address the second part of the question, using information provided and your own ideas
How has your involvement in CSP benefitted you?

Use direct and indirect speech to support your points



Paragraph 3: address the third part of the question, using information provided and your own ideas

Part 3: Why should other students, like you, participate in CSP?


Conclusion: Ensure that your audience and your purpose are made obvious.
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Planner
ttack the prompt.

Highlight all the important information. Situation? Audience? Purpose?

rainstorm ideas.

What will you include? Possible headlines? 
Use a mind-map to generate ideas.
Use of direct and indirect speech.

Use of tenses.

hoose your order

Follow the list of tasks in the question.
Introduction:

Paragraph 1:

Paragraph 2:

Paragraph 3:

Conclusion:

When life gives you Lemon Valley





Are you desperate to get an A1 or A2 for your CCA grade? Is service one of the criteria? Do you have any idea what is the fastest and the most interesting way to clock your Community Service Project (CSP) hours? Simply spend half of your youth somewhere significant and meaningful instead of wasting your precious time in front of your electronic devices!





My class and I have been visiting Lemon Valley Old Folks Home regularly over the past six months as part of our community service project. Every Saturday morning, you would find us cooking meals for the elderly residents. Cooking for them was actually very fun, and when we served them their meals, we took the time to interact with them as well. We learnt some traditional recipes and tried our hands at making some authentic local dishes for the residents, much to their delight. I think this would come in handy during our Food and Nutrition lessons in school as the residents of Lemon Valley also gave us some pointers on our cooking.





Interacting with the elderly revealed a whole new Singapore to me. I especially enjoyed it when the residents shared stories of their childhood spent in early Singapore. They played with wooden toys, leaves, sticks, stones and anything else that they could lay their hands on! They were definitely more creative when it came to having fun. 





Initially, when we were first informed of our duties at the Home, our main concern was the language barrier. However, it proved to be a language bonus, as Joey Leong found out. “I learnt a smattering of Hokkien and Malay and my Mandarin has definitely improved,” she announced to the class when she was prompted to share her experience.








There were definitely many others who unexpectedly benefitted from this experience. Devdas proudly shared that his history grade improved as he was able to understand the concepts better through the stories shared by Madam Wong and Mr. Khadir, two residents from the Home. Can you imagine that he had thought it would be a painful chore to have to interact with the elderly?








At Lemon Valley, you will be able to reach out to individuals in need and learn invaluable skills at the same time. Like Joey and Devdas, you would be able to improve on your language communication skills and also gain invaluable insight into relevant topics in school. In addition, your interaction with your older companion would create a lasting impression on both parties. One of the residents, Madam Poh, claimed that the inter-generational interaction gave the residents a new perspective of life. Madam Fatimah, one of the volunteer co-ordinators at Lemon Valley, observed, “The residents really seem to enjoy telling the student about their lives. It’s great to see the two generations interact.” While it may be difficult at the beginning, some effort and creative means of communication would pay off and you would find yourself with a new friend who has so much to share.





Still not convinced? Maybe you are under the impression that homes for the elderly are dirty and filled with many boring old people. But guess what? At Lemon Valley, the facilities are great. There are air-conditioning units and a large sofa for long, comfortable conversations. In addition, the residents of Lemon Valley are incredibly sporting and good-natured. They will not hesitate to lend you a listening ear and will genuinely try to find solutions for your nagging problems. Of course, no one can resist the allure of games and good fun! At Lemon Valley, you can spend your mornings dancing and playing ball games with the active residents. You will definitely have fun!





The residents of Lemon Valley Old Folks Home are not only fun and friendly people but are also more than happy to help you in your studies as well as develop your character as a person. What are you waiting for? Join in the fun in the next CSP and lend a helping hand at Lemon Valley Old Folks Home!








